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Another four months have come and

gone and Stray Rescue continues to
feed and rescue the strays as fast as
resources allow. Stray Rescue wouldn't
exist without each one of you. Although
we may have never met, | find comfort
in knowing so many people love the dog
and cats and partner with us to give
thema second chance.

| want to extend my thanks to everyone
who has helped us this year as well as
those of who have been with us for
many years. We hosted a few wonderful
fundraising events since the last
newsletter - Arf Noveau, Don't Dump
the Dog book signing and our annual
golf tournament. | deeply appreciate
everyone who came to one or more of
these events. | love meeting supporters
and being around dog and cat people.
You are my kind of folks!

With the holiday approaching, | hope

all of you will consider a year end gift.
The enclosed tribute envelopeis a
great way to save a stray in ‘honor of’

or ‘inmemory of' someone special or

as a gift for the holiday season. Our
2010 calendar is extraordinary as well
so maybe consider purchasing one as a
holiday gift for your fellow animal loving
friends and family. A recession doesn't
stop the stray dog and cat epidemic and
part of the solution to ending this crisis
is you. From my heart to yours, have a
wonderful holiday and thank you for
being part of the Stray Rescue family.

WOOF!
Randy Grim
Founder/Director

IT'S FINALLY

HAPPENING

After months of regrouping ... ANEW Design
teamis working withus ... we are ready to start
work on Phase One, the “Life Phase” of the new
center. This phase will include the Veterinarian
Clinic along with kennels for the dogs inneed

of medical treatment. This stage will also allow
the Stray Rescue staff to operate from the new
building to better control the operations of SR
along with managing the center. We are excited
that we are finally beginning construction of
the center, and we need your help to continue to
build and finish this wonderful project!

[t's not too late to truly show your support and
be a part of the Stray Rescue family. There are

many areas of the center that still are available
for naming rights - dogs apartments, classrooms, a library, or
you and your family or company can donate to help finish the
construction of the center. We really need your help.

If you would like more information on the building, please email
Kathleen England at kathleeneng@yahoo.com. Thank you!

Also, when we finally hit phase 3, those of you kind enough to
buy amemorial brick will get to see they too will have a forever
home at Stray Rescue. The bricks are still for sale. If interested,
please contact Kelly at Kelly_strayrescue@charter.net or call
314-651-7126.

Still Volunteering After All These Years

You never know where inspiration will strike. After seeing
Randy Grim on television several times, Ramona Rossman
felt compelled to act. She found Randy one day, in the middle
of arescue."He was a bit distracted! she remembered,

“but he seemed so sincere, | just had to do something' That
“something” was stepping forward as a volunteer. Nine

years later, Ramona is a fixture at Stray Rescue, including
working tirelessly behind the scenes at many fundraisers and
fostering puppy litters.

As anine-year veteran of the Stray Rescue trenches, there
isn‘t much Ramona hasn't experienced. Her first assignment
was the Saturday morning shift at the 18th Street shelter, a
routine she maintained for five years. “l loved being with the
dogs and puppies and didn't mind the time | spent there. |
would often still be in the shelter when the noon shift would
show up, just playing, petting and talking with everyone

It's this creative drive and passion for animals that led
Ramona to the development of the Arf Nouveau Art Show
fundraiser."| saw that a group was doing this in California.
They were only focusing on art by the animals; | saw an
opportunity to partner with local artists to create beautiful
pieces that focus on Stray Rescue animals,’ she recalled. This
fundraiser has been a hit with the St. Louis community since
year one and continues to grow in size and scope.

Over the years, she's fostered and adopted several Stray
Rescue dogs and puppies, preferring to work with the more
challenging ferals.“l love working with the feral dogs. Trust is
usually their biggest issue and it can take a long time before
Continued onpage 3
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ONE RESCUE,ONE DOG,
MY DOG, CHILL

Chill is a stray dog that we watched for months but sadly were not able to rescue until
recently. The stray problem is such an epidemic, numbering in the thousands, so we are
forced to triage our rescues. Dogs that look like they can hang on are left behind, while
those who have little time left are the ones we try to rescue. Why? The lack of space at
the shelter and the lack of funding for medical care are the main reasons why we must
triage.

Man can be downright evil and cruel at times. One such person felt it necessary to crush
and mutilate parts of Chill's body and cut off one foot. Horrified best describes what we
felt when Donna spotted her pulling her body across the ground. Her disfigured body
made it impossible for her to scavenge for food or keep up with her pack of dogs that

' provided a sense of security and well being. For the month prior to rescue, we wondered
4 l R S % a W where she was but now we know, she was unable to move. She was dying.

With urgency and two broken hearts, Chill's and my own, | rushed her to Veterinary

Over 800 people attended our 4th annual Arf Noveau Art Show on the evening of July Specialty Services for emergency care. What was left of this poor dog was a skeletal

25. Over 35 local artists and 40 Stray Rescue dogs and cats created an awesome body from starvation, mange and barely any hair. Her flea infestation, the worst | have
piece of art that was auctioned off at the end of the evening, This show s one of seen in 20 years, covered her eyes and gave the illusion of hair but her body frame

our most important fundraisers of the year and we extend our heartfelt thanks to was virtually hairless. With infections inside the bones of both legs, the severity of
everyone who attended and to those who purchased a piece of art as well. her wounds and severe anemia from the fleas, | braced my heart for the worst case

We are especially grateful for our sponsors for this event: Barbara Strum, Purina, scenario-euthanasia. After four days of touch and go, VSS called to tell me that Chill had
Carol House Furniture, Luvy Duvy's Cafe, Chippewa Animal Hospital, Four Muddy stabilized. She would need to recover for many weeks or months before any additional
Paws, National City Private Bank, Metro East Industries, Inc. and Animal Care Service, surgeries could be considered as she was too fragile.

Inc. Without their support, many more strays would not be saved and found a loving

home. Please patronize these companies who care about animals! Now living with me, Chill's transformation of a once beaten down soul has begun. She

is my little shadow. She has doubled her weight, and sports a beautiful coat of hair. But
most of all she is happy. My pack at home knows when Dad brings home a sick kid, all
have to be vital in making the new one feel safe and loved. Rosebud, my feral kid, taught
Chill the joys of tug of war with a rope toy and the fun of a squeaky toy. She is on the
mend both physically and emotionally.

Every morning | have to unwrap and rewrap her mangled legs and feet. It amazes me
that she can give love to people knowing all the pain and suffering that she endured. On
October 16th, she had her first surgery. Her “good" leg had the infected toes amputated
which has left her foot resembling that of a chicken and she was spayed. The next
surgery will be a full amputation on her “bad” leg below the ankle. As if on cue from the
Dog Gods, a wonderful donor who owns a prosthetic company has offered to fit Chill
with anew leg! Next comes some major rehabilitation. | predict after that, the day | have
waited for since | held her dying in my arms will come, and Chill will be able to run!

| am forever grateful to everyone who sent in a gift in support of Chill. Over $4300 has
come in so far and Chill sends her appreciation to all of you, especially her “aunt" who
sent amost generous gift. Welcome to your new home Chill, my home. Woof, Randy
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Wolfgang's Pet Stop - How a Heartfelt Passion Turned a Dream into a Reality

It's always a given that bringing a new dog or puppy
into your life will change you. In the case of Beth
and Paul Ruppel, adopting Wolfgang from Stray
Rescue changed not only their lives, but their
careers, too.

Beth, a fourth-grade teacher at the time of
Wolfgang's adoption in late 2002, was already a
passionate advocate for adopting versus buying
companion animals. A bad experience with another
shelter, including the loss of that first puppy to
parvo, still didn't dissuade this animal lover from
her mission to adopt.

While searching for another shelter, she and Paul
came across Stray Rescue. Intrigued by the goals
of the organization, they decided to investigate
the possibility of adopting from Stray Rescue.
Still smarting from their previous encounter with
the other shelter, they were a bit wary. “Jennifer,
the Stray Rescue volunteer we met first, was very
helpful. She really knew the dogs and puppies and
zeroed in on the type of dog we were hoping to
bring into our household;' said Beth.

In short order, several puppies and dogs were identified as potential candidates.
“We were slated to meet another dog at an adoption event; but the minute we

m

met Wolfgang, Paul and | knew he was ‘the one" The adoption was completed, and
Wolfgang was theirs. But once home, the all-too familiar signs of parvo manifested
in Wolfgang. "l was devastated all over again Beth remembered. “l wasn't sure |
could stand losing another puppy to this disease” A trip to the vet's confirmed their
fears and Wolfgang stayed behind for treatment. Since parvo is difficult for puppies
to recover from, the prognosis was bleak. Several days later, however, the Ruppel's
received the call they'd hoped for: Wolfgang could come home Christmas Day.
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Wolfgang and BethiRuppel

“The amazing thing about Wolfgang's illness,
other than the fact that he survived, is how Stray
Rescue stepped in to pay the vet bills and monitor
his - and our - progress through the ordeal. | was
blown away,' Beth said. So impressed was Beth

by the experience, she created a class project for
her fourth graders to gather supplies for Stray
Rescue. It was also during this time that the seeds
of her next project - to bring a pet boutique to the
Central West End - were planted.

Wolfgang's offers a select variety of natural and
holistic dog and cat foods and treats. Being a
teacher helps Beth in her new role as nutrition
educator for her customers. “Nutrition is so
important for our animals, but many people

don't take or have the time to think about it she
explained. "l love the chance to teach people how to
read pet food labels, and understand what's going
into the foods we sell, versus other foods you can
buy that may be less expensive, but don't provide
the nutritional content our animals truly need”

Beth admits, though, that her favorite part about

running Wolfgang's are the adoption days. ‘I love having dogs on the sidewalk so

people can walk by and meet them directly’ she said smiling. “Those cute faces

and wagging tails really get people’s attention. | don't know how many dogs we've
adopted out from our events, but | know they go over well" Adoption events are
another way Beth can use her teacher training - helping people unfamiliar with
shelter dogs or who seem intent on “buying” a purebred dog to see the heart, love
and personality these formerly unwanted dogs possess. ‘| can't get everyone to
agree with me, but it's rewarding to talk with someone who is willing to take a
second look and consider a shelter dog' added Beth. Wolfgang's hosts Stray Rescue
adoption events on the second Saturday of each month.

D o G T R I v I A - D I D Y o u K N o w ? Sti” VOlunteering (continued from page 1)

The number one breed in the UK, Canada and the USA is the Labrador Retriever

Pekingese dogs were carried in their owner’s sleeves in Ancient China.

'The first animal domesticated by man was the dog.

'The first animal in space was a Russian dog named Laika.

Puppies have only 28 teeth while adult dogs have 42 teeth.

A dog’s sweat glands are in their feet.

The number one health problem with dogs
in the US is being overweight.

The first animal named to the hall of fame

was Lassie.
At least 13 dogs perished with the Titanic.
Dogs are not color blind.

Poodles were originally trimmed so that
they could swim better. The tufts were left
because they were thought to keep their
joints warm.

There are over 800 different kinds of dogs.

they‘get it' But once they understand
that people are okay, it's amazing to see
how happy they can be”

This one-time accountant has chucked
the corporate life for one that allows her
independence and the ability to create
her own schedule. Her business, Paws
Around Town, caters to the needs of dogs
and cats living in the mid-county corridor.
She no longer spends her days creating
spreadsheets and balancing ledgers.
Instead, she cares for her four-legged
clients through feeding, walking, playing
and whatever else their guardians believe
they need. While the work is demanding
and never ending, she enthused, “Itis
hard work and | don't really get any days
off, but | love what | do”

While Ramona loves dogs, she has
asoftspotin her heart for cats, too.
Before she left her former employer, she
“adopted”a colony of feral cats living
onthe streets near her job. She joined
forces witha couple that had been
feeding the cats and took it upon herself
totrap themand have them spayed or
neutered. She still visits the cats several
times a week to help with their care and
feeding.

After nine years, Ramona can't imagine
not being involved with Stray Rescue.
When asked why she's lasted this long
and still has such a strong passion for
the work, she responded, “The thought
of adog living on the streets starving
fuels me.'m only one person, but | feel
I'm making a difference

Would you like to become a Stray Rescue volunteer?
To find out about volunteer opportunities, visit www.strayrescue.org
to fill out our volunteer application form or call 314-771-6121.
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CARLOS THE PIT BULL GETS A NEW LEASH ON LIFE IN THE U.S.

Carlos is the first dog that
Stray Rescue has taken in
from outside the United
States. Although Stray
Rescue is flooded with
requests on a daily basis,
on occasion there is that
special dog that you just
have to save regardless.
Carlos is that dog. Here

is his story written by a
volunteer at Best Friends,
the animal sanctuary in
Utah that contacted Randy
about helping Carlos.

He was just two-years-
old, but had already been
through a couple surgeries |
and improper cropping of "";ﬂ'

his ears with rope. Just

when there was hope his forever home had been found, he was returned with scars
indicating he had been used in dogfights.

Lucky for Carlos, he had a guardian angel watching out for him. Paola Arango, a
caring rescuer in Oman who has been re-homing dogs for three years, contacted
Best Friends and pleaded for help from abroad to give this special dog the life he
deserved.

Paola explained why she felt compelled to help Carlos. “He never demanded
anything from me and he was always grateful for so little. He is so powerful and
still possesses so much humility. He grew on me and his happiness became vital
tomy own; his happiness meant that | could finally forgive myself: She is thankful
she did not listen to the many people who told her to give up Carlos.

Carlos arrived at Stray Rescue of St. Louis in September, and Randy Grim, the
group's founder and director, played an integral role in rescuing Carlos.

The big goofy dog has already captured the hearts of many staff members and
volunteers. Given his rough start in life, he is still very timid and afraid of his

own shadow, but is starting to find happiness. It will take time and love for him to
realize that people are not the enemy; to begin to trust, perhaps for the first time
in his life.

Carlos will spend some time at the shelter before going into a foster home.
After spending the last year without much human contact, he is fearful around
people. Living at the shelter will expose him to many different people during the
socialization process.

Back in Oman, Carlos seemed to have a special connection with female dogs, so
Randy quickly introduced him to Ovaltine, a recently rescued mama dog It was

2010 Calendar!

love at first sight (or sniff)

for Carlos. Randy describes
Ovaltine's personality as”...
one of those rare rescue types
that you don't [often] see. She
must have channeled her “inner
Lassie" for she is the closest
thing to the perfect dog | have
ever met. My idea was to let
Carlos meet her and see if it
changed his depressed, scared
demeanor....and boy did it"

Although Ovaltine is easily
adoptable, she has another
purpose in life right now - to
help Carlos come out of his
shell by acting as his therapy
dog. Said Randy, “they both
now live in the shelter office
(which is huge) and it is really a
romance....everyone started to cry. They play and just love each other”

Carlos'journey started with one caring person, but it took an army of many
dedicated people behind the scenes to make his rescue happen.

Transporting a dog from Oman, a small country in the Middle East, to middle
Americais no easy feat. A coordinated effort of filling out the right paperwork,
navigating airline regulations and U.S. Customs requirements, planning the
logistics and relying on many individuals to do their role made this story a success.

His trip itinerary reads like a game of hopscotch across the Atlantic Ocean, where
three was the magic number. Three continents, three countries, and three airports
later, Carlos completed his 30-hour journey by air - getting his passport stamped
along the way in Muscat, Oman, Amsterdam and Memphis. A 300-mile road trip
to from Memphis to St. Louis is all that stood in his way to his new life. Gaynell
Gallagher, a Stray Rescue board member stepped in to fulfill this final leg.

[ found myself wondering why | cared so much for a dog | had never met. One look
into his sad, deserted eyes was all it took for me to become attached. |guess|
realize, as so many animal lovers do, that every animal on this earth deserves a
chance to live a life free of pain and suffering. In many instances, humans have
caused the painand it is up to us to be a solution to the problem. | realized it does
not matter whether the animal lives in my neighborhood or on the other side of
the world, each one is special and worth saving.

Carlos is more than 10,000 miles away from where he first started, and it took
almost one year of planning and 40 hours of traveling to make it to the beginning
of his new life.

Carlos didn't just hit a homerun in life - he hit a grand slam.

Our 2010 calendar is now available. Order forms can be printed from the website or you can
send a check for $18, which includes shipping, along with a note, and we will mail it to you.

They can also be purchased at Four Muddy Paws, Three Dog Bakery, Wolfgang's Pet Stop,
Treats Unleashed and Whole Foods Markets in Brentwood and Town & Country.
Call 314-771-6121 for more information.




HEALTHY AGING:
Focus on your Pet’'s Brain

Today, more dogs and cats are living well into their elder
years. This means that, like grandma and grandpa, pets
are more likely to suffer from a kind of dementia called
cognitive dysfunction syndrome, or CDS.

(DS s aprogressive disease of the brain in older dogs
and cats andresults inimpairment in pet's memory,
learning, perception, or awareness. Signs that your pet
may have CDS are the following; disorientation, changes
ininteractions with humans and pets, sleep-wake cycle
changes, house soiling and altered activity levels.

Guardians should look for signs like increased anxiety,
loss of previously learned skills such as housetraining,
nocturnal anxiety, altered appetite, changes in grooming
(usually a decrease), and decreased responses to stimuli.
Infelines, the disease starts much later thanin dogs.
Dogs may exhibit symptoms at age seven while cats
typically donot until 12-15 years of age. Cats may also

Don’t Dump the Dog

Randy's third book,
Don't Dump the
Dog debuted on
August1andis now
available inbook
stores nationwide

as well as from Stray
Rescue. Intrue Stray
Rescue style, we
celebrated this grand
occasion. We are
deeply grateful for
allthe Stray Rescue
supporters who came
to the afternoon book (
signingandanevening Randy Grim and Rick Ankiel at the
party. ltwas great to Book Signing for Don’t Dump the Dog
see somany of you

joinin our celebration. EvenRick Ankiel stopped by to
lend his support! Jill Michelle Melan of Mad TV provided
the entertainment for evening. We are very appreciative
of our sponsors which made this special event possible.
They include Robert and Barbara Bagby, People’s
National Bank, Purina, Moto Museum and Companion
Animal Alliance.

Did you know that approximately six to eight million pets
are turned into shelters every year with approximately
50 percent of these pets being euthanized? Over the past
15years, Randy and Stray Rescue, like all other animal
welfare shelters, have heard every reason as to why
someone surrenders the family pet to a shelter. While
some reasons are unavoidable, many times it is because
of abehavioral problem that could be corrected by the
guardian and thus, save the life of their dog. Using humor
tohighlight the reasons and excuses people give, Randy

STRAY OF

display a desire for more attention, become more jealous,
bemore irritable, be less mentally alert, and have altered
sleep cycles.

&
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Lonely Heawrts Club

If your pet exhibits one or more of these signs, talk to
your veterinarian as your pet could have CDS or another
ailment. There are anumber of diseases suchas organ
disease, endocrine problems, hyperthyroidism and other
brain diseases that can also cause similar symptoms.
(CDSis adiagnosis of exclusion, meaning that your
veterinarian will have to rule out other diseases first.

Thereis no cure for CDS, but there are treatments. New
drugs and new uses for existing drugs have evolved
rapidly. Ask your veterinarian about the best treatment
foryour pet. Environmental enrichment such as exercise
and toys and retraining for lost behaviors like house-
training are important. Just as inhumans, the ‘use it or
lose it'theory applies to pets.

Bill was rescued

from a very bad

situation. It's

obvious by his

scars that he was

used as a bait dog.

But that hasn't

stopped him

from being one

of thefriendliest gy
dogs we've ever

rescued. He loves dogs, cats and ALL people. He's
justanall-around great dog.

.+ Lincolnwas found

" near our shelter
looking for a helping
hand. Luckily one of
the volunteers was
able to coax him to

; the shelter. Scared
and confused it
took Lincoln several
weeks before he

1 would trust us. He's
now a happy, friendly,

playful boy who deserves a loving home.
offers his solution

toeach problemas
well as the advice
of a professional
inhis new book.
Don't Dump the
Dogis guaranteed
tomake you laugh
and realize how we
humans need ajust
abit of training
too, in order to decrease the unnecessary
euthanization of wonderful pets.

Millie was basically
awalking skeleton
when found. Since her
rescue she has put on
some much needed
weight and is happy
to be off the streets.
Millie loves people
and gets along with
other dogs, however,
sheneedstobeina
cat free home. Millie
wouldreally love a
family she can call her
own.

If youwould like to purchase the book from Stray Rescue,
please print the order form from wwwi.strayrescue.org,
sendin a check for $20 with a note for the soft cover

. X : I L Millie
version or call 314-771-6121 for more information. n"



TRIBUTES TO STRAY RESCUE FROM

STRAY

MARCH -

OF

JUNE 2009

Tributes are a wonderful way to acknowledge the memory of a beloved person or pet as well as honor those who mean so much to you. Tribute
forms can be printed from Stray Rescue’s Web site - www.strayrescue.org and click on the ‘How to Help'tab, then‘Donate to Stray Rescue’ link.
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RESCUE DOGS MAKE THE BEST PETS

Valerie met Belle for the first time back in June, after receiving
an email from Stray Rescue about two pups that were at
Chippewa Animal Hospital and in pretty bad shape. Belle

was around four or five years old and found in an abandoned
warehouse in the city. She was extremely malnourished, had a

ARE YOU
SMART
ENOUGH TO
HELP THE
STRAYS?

Mark your calendars for January
2, 2010 for a truly fabulous trivia
night fundraiser for the benefit of
Stray Rescue as well as Animal Care
and Control aka the city pound. The
Millennium Hotelis opening its doors
to help the animals at 6pm with the
game starting at 7pm. Beer, soda and
water is free and you are welcomed
to bring your own snacks. There will
be lots of prizes, surprise grab bags,
mulligans and a silent auction as well.
Mike Carbery will emcee the event
and other local celebs will attend as
well. See www.strayrescue.org and
click on the event calendar for more
details. Tickets are $25 per person
and each table seats 10 - but you
do not need to buy a full table. You
can reserve your seat by sending a
check with note to Stray Rescue. To
purchase your tickets online, please
g0 to www.blacktie-stlouis.com/rsvp
and enter event code: SRtrivia (All
one word, not case sensitive).

was amazing. Molly, who had never been comfortable around
other dogs, was coming out of her shell thanks to Belle! Andi
reports that Belle has helped Molly in every way that she and her
husband had tried and failed for years. This sweet, adorable little
girl, who had been through more than they could ever imagine,
not only recovered from her traumatic experience, but was now
helping to heal their little Molly.

It soon became apparent that Molly and Belle were inseparable,
so Andi and her husband decided to adopt Belle from Stray
Rescue. Andinoted their family wouldn't be complete without her.

Belle - before

several broken ribs and terrible case of mange that left her with
just a few patches of hair. Her skin condition was so poor that
she was covered in sores and scabs that would break open when
she moved, which meant she had to stay wrapped in a towel
when held. Valerie fell in love with her and immediately knew she
was meant to foster Belle.

Once released from the hospital, Valerie brought Belle home.
Afew days later, Valerie's sister, Andi, came over with her dog
Molly to meet Belle. Molly was rescued from a puppy a mill and
she too had lost all of her hair from neglect and malnutrition.
Molly fully recovered physically, but not emotionally, because
she was scared of everything.

Belle- after

Initially, Molly was skeptical of Belle, so Belle was kept
separated from her while she started to gain her health.
However it didn't take long before Valerie and Andi noticed that
Belle and Molly would sit and stare at each other, tails wagging,
through the baby gate. After removing the baby gate, both
sisters were thrilled that they instantly became best friends! It

Belle was initially renamed Patches because of her hair loss but
then became the more feminine sounding Patchesse. Patchesse
aka Belle is the most affectionate and loving dog, and nothing
makes her happier than human affection and interaction. She
even prefers kisses and cuddles over treats. Rescue dogs do
make the best pets!




LEAVE A LIVING LEGALY

Remembering Stray Rescue in your will or
estate planning will help ensure that we
continue to grow and expand. Planned gifts
leave behind a living legacy of compassion,
as your gift will be helping to end the
suffering for many animals. These gifts
not only help the animals, but also can help
youmeet your financial, tax and estate
planning goals. Consulting an attorney
who specializes in estate planning may

be of great assistance to you. When
remembering Stray Rescue, please make
sure to use the following language in your
will or estate plans:

Stray Rescue of Saint Louis
1463 S.18th Street

St. Louis, MO 63104

Tax ID # 43-1823801

Thank you for considering Stray Rescue
inyour will or estate planning. For more
information, see our Web site at:
www.strayrescue.org/donate.html
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Mission Statement: Stray Rescue’s sole purposefs torescue stray animals
inneed of medical attention, restore them to health, and place themin
loving adoptive homes.

Virtuallyall of the pets we save have been abused and neglected. They've
been dumped on highways and remote country roads, or abandonedin
public parks, empty houses and dark alleys. We've even saved dogs left
chained behind buildings after their families had moved away.

Rescued animals often make the best pets. Pets from Stray Rescue
seem to understand that they have a second ease on life. Inreturn for a
little affection and attention, these remarkable animals reward their new
quardians with a love and loyalty unmatched anywhere.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

December 5 — Holiday Gala
December 11 — Book Signing Warson Woods Antiques
January 2 —New Year for the Strays Trivia Night

Please see our event calendar on www.strayrescue.org
for more information and more events as they develop.

Remember, ?au canmeet our dogs available for adoption every
weekend at local PetsMart stores. Check the event calendar on
our Web site for locations and times.

[ e
Stray Rescue
o Saint Louis

1463 South 18th Street
St. Louis, MO 63104

STRAY OF

A PAWS FOR THANKS

Thanksgiving is the time of year when | reflect on all the good
things"“dog"inlife. | appreciate how much Stray Rescue has grown
and accomplished by saving so many - one at a time - giving
them a new beginning. | can't help but be in awe and feel so very
thankful for every supporter and donor who has partnered with
Stray Rescue to over one thousand lives. The recession has been
very humbling to all of us and most of all, the companion animals
that have been dumped on the street, left at a shelter or behind
inan empty home. Of the 20 years that | have been on the streets
feeding and rescuing, | have seen a dramatic upturn in the number
of strays this year. Because of the Michael Vicks of the world to
foreclosed homes with dogs and cats trapped inside, our budget
and volunteers have been stretched to the max.

Yet, | truly believe the power of compassion is stronger than
the economic crisis because you have been there for the strays
all year long. New volunteers show up weekly and unsolicited
donations of supplies appear on our doorstep regularly. | extend
my thanks to everyone who has given a financial gift, donated
shelter supplies, heldabenefit for us and who have adopted a dog
or cat from Stray Rescue. You have my upmost respect for loving
the companion animals so much. If | could clone our donors and
volunteers, wouldin a heartbeat.

As one example, so far in 2009 we have saved over 40 pregnant
dogs and over 400 puppies from the streets and rescued over
1,200 animals, some close to dying, all suffering for sure. Living
on the street is very difficult and traumatic for the strays. The
number of dogs currently available for adoption exceeds 300 and
over100 for cats, which is more than any previous year. But Stray
Rescue continues the fight using our motto as a mantra “Where
compassionrules!

Seeing different parts of the St. Louis community rally to our
side is inspiring. For instance, Charter Communications airs our
PSA at no cost to Stray Rescue as well as airing available pets for
adoption on their new program, Paws on Demand. Finding a new
family member while watching TV is a very cool concept. We all
think every stray is a star and deserving of their 15 minutes of
fame! As you can see, many good things are happening but we
still need your help.

QOur new building, which has been empty while we are working to
obtain funding to build our forever dream home, is now becoming
full of activity. We do not have all the funding to complete the
facility, but we have begun on the first phase and are calling it the
“Life Phase! This initial phase will result in our own veterinarian
clinic; the life support for the sick and injured, which is the vast
majority of our rescues. The number of severely injured and
abused dogs has dramatically increased this year as well, which
has increased our veterinary expenses. One month of medical
expenses can exceed $100,000, a number that reflects the
cruelty of the streets.

Although the quantity of gifts coming in has steady in 2009, we
have noticed a decline in the amounts being given in the second half
of this year. A fear of a downturn in our economy is any charity's
worst nightmare and mirrors the moment in time after 9/11.

With your love of the animals and compassion that exudes from
your continuous support, please consider giving an extra special
year end gift using the envelope enclosed so we can end 2009
on strong footing and kick off the New Year by rescuing as many
strays during the winter cold spell as possible. | need your help
to ensure rescuing these innocent beings can become recession
proof. Thank you for always being there for us and for the strays,
you are the unsung heroes!

Woof, Randy
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